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Cable Home Wiring Diagram—Floor Plan
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Cable Home Wiring Diagram
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Costs of Accessing Demarcation Point behind Costs of Accessing Demarcation Point behind 
SheetrockSheetrock

Accessing wiring behind sheetrock requires significant modifications and/or 
damage to preexisting structural elements and leads to significant costs 
including:
− Cable Locating Process:  Locate the wire behind wall or ceiling (site 

review, engineering, use of tone locating equipment, etc): $30.00 per 
living unit.   

− Hole Opening Costs:  Opening sheetrock to access wire (ceiling, floor, or 
wall): $20.00 per opening

− Restoration of sheetrock: $200-$1000 per living unit which includes 
multiple visits to: 

• close openings
• tape
• apply mud coating
• sand
• paint  (wallpaper, faux finish, customer paneling, etc in many cases 

would be additional costs)
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Difficulty and Expense Varies by: 
MDU—Example #1

•Plain Ceiling
•Painted Wall
•No Carpet
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MDU—Example 2

•Plain Ceiling
•Wallpaper
•Carpet
•Crown molding
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MDU—Example # 3

•Intricate ceiling and walls
•Trim and molding
•Carpet
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MDU Owner’s Reluctance and RequirementsMDU Owner’s Reluctance and Requirements

Most MDU owners won’t permit access.

Common MDU owners’ concerns:
• Disturbance to residents.
•Safety considerations.
•Pathway generations.
•Property restoration.
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ConclusionsConclusions

Going behind sheetrock -- a pre-existing structural 
element -- in order to access wiring  is costly, disruptive 
and most often times simply not permitted.

As a practical matter, competitive video providers 
have no access to wiring behind sheetrock given both 
the costs and the unwillingness of MDU owners to 
permit such access.

Adopting a rule that a demarcation point cannot be 
located behind a wall or ceiling will facilitate 
competition among video service providers for MDU 
customers.


